


Our community is made stronger by our
participation. Everyone can participate
in some way. You can vote, volunteer,
encourage those in need, or find some
way to make a contribution. Every park,
school, business, home, or organization,
even the fields were planned by
someone at some point in our city’s
past. Everyone makes a difference.

Be the Difference
By Marisol Santoyo

The great value of voting of the
American citizen is well known in the
history of the U.S., and what the people
have gone through in order to vote over
time has created a huge change. In the
past only white men could vote.

We wonder if Black people could vote in
those days. Although they were born in
this nation, and were at least 21 years
old, the answer was “no”. This was also
true for women and other groups of
people too. In those times, the
Constitution did not mention specifically
who could vote. Before the voters were
limited because of politicians.

Why is voting important? Because your
vote can be the difference. If you did not
vote and the candidate who was the
best for you lost, it is because your vote
mattered.

Although you don’t directly vote for the
President, your vote does count. In
about one-quarter of the elections for
President, the candidates were
separated by 3% or less of the votes.  If
your vote is connected with your district
or your county, you can even more see
the worth of your vote.

How to Vote
By Francisco Perez

Meet the Qualifications
First of all, in California you need to
register to be able to vote and must
meet these qualifications:
•be a United States Citizen
•be a resident of California
•be at least 18 years old on Election Day
•not currently in a state or federal prison
or on parole for a conviction of a felony
•not currently found mentally
incompetent to vote by a court

Here is a link on how to vote
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections

Register to Vote
If you are already registered to vote, you
can vote by mail. Just fill out your voter
registration ballot and mail it. You can
also vote in person at the polling place
assigned to you.  You can find yours on
the back of your voter’s pamphlet. Your
polling place might have changed due to
Covid-19.

Election Day:  November 3rd
Registration Deadlines
Online: October 19
In person: Up to voting day at the poll
or the elections office--1441 Schilling
Place North Building

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections


How to Complete Your Ballot
Sample ballots were sent out to
registered voters. They show how to
mark the ballot.
If you are a new registered voter, at the
polling station they will give you a ballot
to vote on and it shows you how to vote.
Here is a link for your sample ballot, but
you should have received one in the
mail.
https://ballotpedia.org/Sample_Ballot_Lo
okup

Ways to Vote
Vote By Mail: Postmarked by
November 3rd and received no later
than November 20th
Vote in Person: November 3rd by
8:00pm including voting for the disabled
Return Ballot in Person:

● At any polling place November
3rd  7 AM-8 PM

● At the Elections Office M-F
8 AM-5 PM and the last two
weekends before the election
9 AM-5PM

● At Embassy Suites, 1441 Canyon
del Rey Blvd, Seaside M-F 8
AM-5 PM and the last two
weekends before the election
9 AM-5PM

Use a Dropbox (a library book drop)
24/7 any day up to 8 PM November 3
Participating Libraries:

● Cesar Chavez Library, Salinas
● Carmel Valley, Castroville,

Gonzales, King City, Marina,
Soledad and Prunedale Libraries

MST Buses are free on Election Day to
help all voters.

How Elections Work
By Widji Setyani

Monterey
County
Elections
Department
provides
space for
people to
be able to
cast their

votes for general elections, like for the
Governor or President. This year, 2020,
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the
American people will use their voting
rights to elect a President who can lead
the country.

Poll workers, clerks, and inspectors are
appointed by the Monterey County
Registrar of Voters and they see that the
election is done following strict
California election codes. They need to
protect voters’ rights, and to be sure the
vote is accurate. The poll workers help
preserve democracy.

These are the stages of elections and
what you should do or expect this year if
you are a voter:

1. Voter Registration
Check your status to be sure your
information is correct.

2. Ballots
Every registered voter may vote
by mail. This year all voters will
receive vote-by-mail ballots.

3. Ballot Completion/Voting
Mail your ballot before 5 PM on
election day, Tuesday, November
3; take it to your polling place or
the elections department on

https://ballotpedia.org/Sample_Ballot_Lookup
https://ballotpedia.org/Sample_Ballot_Lookup


elections day, or drop it off in one
of the community drop boxes or
at the elections department any
day through election day.

4. Votes Sorted & Counted
Your signature will be matched
with your voting data.

5. Winners will be announced after
the votes are counted

To find out more about how the
Elections Department works, click on
this website.
https://www.montereycountyelections.us/

How the President Is Elected
By Mayra Gomez

Every four years in November citizens
ages 18 years old and older can vote
after they get registered. They vote on
the President they want.

The United States has several political
parties. The two major ones are the
Democratic and the Republican. The
Democratic Party is called the liberals or
the progressives and the Republican
Party the conservatives. Most of the
Presidents elected have been members
of one of these parties, but the
requirements for President are to be a
native born citizen, at least 35 years old,
and having lived in the country for at
least 14 years.

After the citizens’ votes are counted, the
President is elected by the electoral
college. In that process, there are 538
electors, people chosen by the political
parties to represent the citizens’ votes.
The number of electors was decided by
adding the numbers 100 (# of Senators)

+ 435 (# of Representatives) + 3
electors to vote from the District of
Columbia.  The presidential candidate
needs at least 270 votes to win.

Getting Involved

Doing Good
By Ekaterina Sazyknia

“What is the essence of life? To serve
others and to do good." 1

Aristotle (Greek philosopher & scientist)

The importance of volunteering is
phenomenal. Anyone can be a volunteer,
their profession and world views do not
matter.

Volunteering can bring light to life and can
make a difference in the lives of others! All
volunteers have one thing in common, a
desire to help others. They give vital help to
people in need and help with different
problems, and make the community a better
place.

Where can we meet volunteers? At a pet
shelter. There volunteers groom and
socialize with animals. In a hospital,

1 https://www.azquotes.com/quote/555773

https://www.montereycountyelections.us/
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/555773
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/555773
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Philosopher
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/555773


volunteers give support to patients, meet
visitors, and pick up rooms. At a library,
volunteers organize shelves and read to
children. At a school, they help with the
preparation of the classroom, bring
materials, do tutoring of individual students,
and create classroom projects. In a food
bank, volunteers inspect, sort, and pack
food into bags. There are many other places
where we can see volunteers, people who
help others.

If a person has made a decision to be a
volunteer, he or she can have great
benefits. This is a chance to increase
self-confidence. Volunteering gives many
opportunities, like to help us make new
friends, increase our communication,
improve social skills, and learn new life
skills.

Doing good things is important for us.

Help for Families
Many sources on homelessness show
that this is a serious problem in our
community. One Salinas school district
has statistics that suggest that one third
of their students are homeless. The
number of homeless families has
increased due to the state of our
economy, and family pressure and
violence due to COVID is making more
homelessness possible. Our class is
concerned about these residents of our

community. Here is some information
and resources that can help.

Homeless Housing
By Rachel Cortaza

There are services offered to the
homeless to get housing so that they
don't have to be out in the cold and rainy
weather and can have a safe warm
place to sleep. Here are a few numbers
to call: Salvation Army Salinas
(831)443-9655--sometimes they can
help prevent homelessness too;
Community Homeless Solutions
(831)384-3388 (Monterey County), and
Housing Matters (831)458-6020 (Santa
Cruz County). Also information or
pamphlets about other agencies will be
given to help you get in contact with
agencies for other help.

Support Services
for the Homeless
By Anita Aguilar

Helping the homeless for the last 3
years, my interest in feeding and helping
the homeless in Salinas has grown in a
big way.  After some research, I now
realize there are a few organizations
that help too.

People who are homeless can also go
to Dorothy's Place for two meals a day,
health care, and other services. You can
volunteer, donate, or get information on
other services at 757-3838.

Victory Mission in Monterey County has
been around since 1959. Over the past
years, they have seen men go through
their Fresh Start recovery program.
There is no program for women. They



are seeking $100,000 for a women's
shelter. In Salinas Valley alone, 33% of
those homeless are women the majority
are aged 25 to 60 years old. You can get
information about the mission at
www.victorymissionsalinas.com .

The homeless can also get help at the
Monterey County Department of Social
Services to get food stamps.

Salinas has received $9.2 million from
the state to purchase a motel for the
homeless. It will be transition housing
for the homeless for the first years, and
supporting housing thereafter for those
with chronic homelessness. (See p. 8 for
information about another shelter that is proposed to
open in February).

Other Housing Assistance
Waiting List Open for a Limited Time

For more information, click this link. Para

más información haga un clic en el enlace.
Housing    Viviendas

Services for Immigrants
By Daniela Zapata

The United States government has a lot
of assistance for people who are
immigrants. At this time, the
opportunities that the government offers
us are mostly due to necessities related
to COVID and have helped facilitate
women with babies and children to
access essential food. There are also
options to receive food boxes
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/governm
ent/departments-a-h/administrative-offic
e/office-of-emergency-services/situation
al-awareness/emergency-services-inter
active-maps#Food or to get a test for
COVID at no cost Free COVID Testing .

We can find help in our communities
because there are a lot of schools and
people who can help us with social
services such as citizenship classes,
English classes, and assistance with the
naturalization process. We can find this
all week and sometimes on weekends
because they have flexible schedules
because they know the people have to
work, and they want them to achieve

http://www.victorymissionsalinas.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n6cj6L4DwNukw0Ire1t48wC0V8xcGewB/view
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Food
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Food
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Food
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Food
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Food
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/15350/


their goals. Contact our school at
796-6900, 287-9577 or at
https://www.salinasuhsd.org/Page/31 for
more information about classes and
other services available.

The United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) offers
help with mmigration issues. Their
website shows information
(https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/apply-for-
citizenship/find-help-in-you-community)
about licensed immigration attorneys,
classes, a lot of examples we can use
for the citizenship test, and resources
for study so that we can pass the test
easily.

Taking Care of Your Pets
In Times of Need
By Fengmin Qiu

Today, the new century is becoming
more and more prosperous. We will
associate the well-off society with many
types of good services. It is common
sense that we can see many people
walking their pets in the park and
carrying them to the shopping mall.
Because pets give all of their love and
company to humans, many people are
more willing to have a pet nowadays
even in difficult times. So, Do you know
something about pet services?

Pet Licenses: Here is the process to
get a license for your pets. Perceive that
they need an ID, the same as we do, in
our community. You can go to Salinas
City Hall or Animal Shelter Services.
The Animal Shelter Services in Salinas
is located at 144 Hitchcock Rd.

First of all, the owner has to fill out the
application for a pets license by

themselves not over 30 days after
acquiring a dog. Secondly, the materials
and information you need to prepare are
the dog owner’s name, address, and
phone number;  the pet’s breed, color,
age, and sex. You will also need the
date and type of vaccinations your dog
has had; and the place you got your
dog. Third, the Animal Control
Department will issue you the license
tag that has a stamped number on it
after you show them evidence to prove
your dog has been vaccinated and you
have the proper paperwork.

Vaccinations: Consider correctly
vaccinating your dogs and cats that are
older than 3 months of age. The best
time is no less than 12 months and no
more than 36 months of age. There are
different types of vaccines for dogs and
cats in the Monterey County SPCA(The
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals). For example, the DA2P-P,
Kennel Cough, Leptospirosis and
Canine Influenza are for dogs. The
FVRCP, Leukemia and Feline
Leukemia/FIV Test are for cats. Rabies
shots are for both of them.

The SPCA is located at 1002
Monterey-Salinas Highway across from
Laguna Seca. The prices of vaccines
are from $20 to $40 depending on what
kind of immunization your pets need.

https://www.salinasuhsd.org/Page/31
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/apply-for-citizenship/find-help-in-your-community
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/apply-for-citizenship/find-help-in-your-community


You can make an appointment by calling
this number: 831-264-5400.

Pet Nutrition: Our pets also need good
nutrition. There is free food for your cats
and dogs at the SPCA. They offer food
for animals every Wednesday and
Saturday. The time you can go is from
9:00-11:00 AM.

Acknowledging this information of
services in our community is necessary.
Pets are our loyal friends. If we take
care of them, they reciprocate by giving
love to us in our daily lives.

Services Our Community Needs

Have you ever thought that most of the
services that we have in our community
come from things that you and other
people have done? If you do the
census, money comes into the
community to help pay for services that
we need. If you vote, you elect the
people who make the decisions for our
communities. If you volunteer, you help
to provide the services needed for the
community. If you go to city meetings or
complete city surveys, you tell the city
about the needs and wants of the
people living here. If you are more
involved, this community becomes
yours.

Services Our Community
Still Needs
By Maria Velasquez

Although our community offers many
things, we still need many things too,
among them are repairs of streets and
highways, shelters for the homeless,
and more DMV offices.

Roads, Streets and Sidewalks
Some of the streets and sidewalks in
our community need to be repaired
sooner than others as they are a danger
to both cars and people. Bumpy streets
damage our cars little by little, and
sidewalks that are broken or that have
old trees with the roots breaking them,
can hurt us when we walk in the dark or
can cause people who use wheelchairs
to easily have accidents.

Shelters
Places for the homeless are very
necessary in our community as there
are so many people in need of a home,
just a place to sleep and to take a bath.
The city of Salinas and the County of
Monterey are working to build a new
shelter that will operate year round.
In September of 2018, the Board of
Supervisors signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) and in October of
the same year it was approved by the
City Council.

In May 2019, the county received a
grant for the construction of a new
shelter that will operate year-round.
The city and the county will continue to
make progress on that shelter which will
have 100 beds and a full kitchen. It is
expected to open in February.

Probably this won’t be enough because
there were a little more than 1,300
people that the census of 2017 showed
are homeless. Statistics since then
show different information with higher



numbers, but the reality is that we need
new shelters to be built soon.

Hopefully in the not too distant future,
we will have more places for the
homeless. I think it is something really
necessary because there are many
people in need since for some reason
they lost their jobs and can’t afford to
completely pay their rent especially with
recent problems from COVID-19.

More DMV Offices
Another need that we have is for more
DMV offices. Going to the DMV is
stressful for everyone, especially
because of the hours that we spend
waiting in line and then to be called. I
think that our city should have at least
two offices since some people cannot or
do not know how to do certain things
online, so we have to visit a center to do
them in person.

Helping Children
Let’s Do Our Part
By Flor Lopez

There are many guides for adults about
how to raise happy and good children,
but this means a lot of work. Much of
this job needs to be completed by

families at home with love and
commitment, but there are also many
areas in which the community and
government need to contribute to make
the quality of children's lives better and
well-grounded.

Many families don't have the resources
to give their children recreational
activities, learning or training that helps
their minds to feel free to explore and
learn new things and enjoy their
childhood. In contrast, a lot of families
need to leave their children alone at
home without supervision or guidance,
when the young don't have anything
good to learn or do, they easily can
become involved in illicit activities.

For reasons like this, it is important that
children have access to activities that
they enjoy and at the same time can use
in their future professions especially
artfulness like technical trades that can
help them to build their lives with a
diversity of abilities. For example,
graphic art and clothing design
workshops, computer labs, complexes
for swimming and different sports, parks
suitable for every age, and many more

centers and places to let their
imaginations fly and their bodies stay in
motion are needed. Something that can
help us have success in what to offer



them could be to do a student survey at
schools.

This is involved, but if we work hard to
help the youth, we will have the
opportunity to change the cycle in which
they are now living. At the same time
that children are growing up and living
happily, they can use their thoughts
positively and with efficiency. If they
learn to live like this, they will be like this
forever.

The way to reach this is by dedicating
time, funds, and resources to cultivate
the lives of kids and teens. Doing this,
the country will not need to spend all the
money that we do on jails and juvenile
correctional facilities especially if we
realize that all the youth are the leaders
of the near future. We, as parents and
community members, can start making
proposals to support the youngest in our
neighborhoods and share the children's
needs with the government.

Here are some online resources that
may help your children:

https://www.bgcmc.org/virtual/

https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/
departments-i-z/library/kids-teen/teens

Photograph by Servando Carrasco

Feeling a Part of This City?
By Servando Carrasco

Many of us came to this country for
different reasons, but why do some
people, including me, have difficulty to
merge into a new community?

I did not want to talk only about my
experience on this topic, so I
interviewed some friends about if they
feel part of this community, and this
what I found:

Approximately how many years have
you been here in the United States?
Person A) -Thirty years
Person B) -Sixteen years
Person C) -Twenty years

Do you feel part of this community?
If yes, why? If no, why not?
Person A) -I understand my community
is my same race, so I feel part of my
ethnic race, but I think this city is not my
city. Although I have been part of some
non-profit organizations, in my mind, this
country is not my land.
Person B) -Yes, I feel part of this
community. I am involved in some
organizations that help our city or
cultural events, and a couple of times I
have attended city meetings.

https://www.bgcmc.org/virtual/
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-i-z/library/kids-teen/teens
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-i-z/library/kids-teen/teens


Person C) - I have been here for many
years, but I don’t really feel part of here.
When I came to the United States, I
really didn’t want to come. In the early
years, I wanted to return to my country
when I had enough money for myself
and my family. Maybe that is the
problem, I don’t realize that I am here
now and this is my community.

What are your main obstacles for
integrating into this community?
Person A) -Language, fear of interacting
with other cultures, thinking that I am
here just for a little time.
Person B) -Language, fear, feeling
uncomfortable because I was not born
here, knowledge about our community.
Person C) -Language, keep in mind that
one day I will return to my birth country,
self-esteem to believe that your
community is here even though your
name does not appear in the system.

I got a lot of information and knowledge
about different points of view.  The
interviewees are a U.S. citizen, a legal
resident, and not a legal resident.

Do you know who is who?
Well, I will just say I was very surprised
because Person A is a U.S. citizen.
All have some things in common. They
are Mexican, they were farmworkers,
they have family here, and their parents
are in Mexico.

The interviews were in English. I say
this because I had never spoken to
them in a language other than Spanish.
Before the interview, I really felt weird,
but I knew I needed to do it in English.
Maybe that feeling is the same as trying
to integrate into the community.
Sometimes I feel weird, other times I

feel out of place, but I just need to
believe now this is my community and
this is my city.

I don’t know what will happen in the
future; however, now I am here and I
feel good to be part of the community of
Salinas, California. I hope you have the
same feeling because you, them, and
me - we are the community.

Thanks to Arturo, Luis, and Ana for sharing their
information.

Resources

---------------------------------------------------------
This is a list of community resources.
Esta es una lista de recursos comunitarios.

Call 2-1-1/Llame 2-1-1
Free confidential help 24/7 in 170
languages.  Ayuda confidencial
gratuita las 24 horas del día los 7
días de la semana.
https://www.unitedwaymcca.org/211
__________________________________
For many more resources, see our school
newsletters from March-September 2020.
Encontrará muchos recursos más en
nuestros periódicos estudiantiles de marzo
a septiembre 2020. Click:
https://www.salinasuhsd.org/domain/680

Alliance on Aging
This webpage has a list of many
services available to seniors, veterans,
and families in our area. You also find
information about fire, utility, COVID,
and other types of scams.
https://allianceonaging.org/

https://www.unitedwaymcca.org/211
https://www.salinasuhsd.org/domain/680
https://allianceonaging.org/


County of Monterey
Office of Emergency Services
COVID-19 Care for Community
This webpage contains a variety of
information. The links are listed here.

● Disabilities / Access and Functional
Needs Resources

● Children and Family Assistance
● Civil Rights and Protective Services
● Communications and Technology

Assistance
● Donations and Volunteers
● Employment, Economic and

Financial Assistance
● Education Resources
● Food Assistance
● Health, Medical & Well-being

Services
● Housing and Shelters

Free Confidential Legal Consultations
CRLA Workers’ Rights Hotline

for low income labor workers
800-357-9513 (in many languages)

M-F 9 AM- 5 PM
Learn

● Your rights as a worker during
COVID-19

● How to get time off if needed
● Ways to replace wages

Consultas legales confidenciales y gratuitas
CRLA línea de ayuda para

trabajadores laborales
de bajos ingresos

800-357-9513 (en varios idiomas)
Los lunes a viernes 9 AM-5 PM

Aprender acerca de
● Sus derechos como un trabajador

en los tiempos de COVID
● Beneficios de sustitución de los

ingresos
● Consiguiendo una licencia en su

trabajo

https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Disabilities
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Disabilities
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#CHILDREN
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Rights
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Communications
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Communications
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Donations
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Employment
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Employment
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Education
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Food
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Health
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Health
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/office-of-emergency-services/situational-awareness/emergency-services-interactive-maps#Housing


Monterey County
Agricultural Commissioner
24-hour confidential farm worker &
family hotline to report safety issues
relating to COVID-19, safety problems,
and wildfire smoke (831) 809-2394
(bilingual) 7 days a week.

Report safety issues such as no mask
or protective equipment provided,
pesticide safety issues, or other safety
problems.

Línea confidencial para trabajadores
agrícolas y familiares para reportar
problemas de seguridad relacionados
con COVID-19, problemas de seguridad
y humo de incendios forestales (831)
809-2394 (bilingüe) las 24 horas, los 7
días de la semana.

Reporta los problemas de seguridad,
como la falta de máscara o equipo de
protección, problemas de seguridad con
pesticidas u otros problemas de
seguridad.
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